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Protests Don't Deter Istook from Enforcement of Immigration Laws 
Congressman Istook takes cue from former President Theodore Roosevelt 

Washington, DC - Congressman Ernest Istook (R-Warr Acres) today reiterated his stance for 
strong enforcement of immigration laws, for illegal immigration, especially in light of protests 
opposing such measures this weekend.  

"Like most Americans, I welcome immigrants, but it has to be done legally," says Rep. 
Istook.  "That's how my grandparents did it when they came here from Hungary--legally.  
They were proud to become Americans." 

"I wonder about those protestors who were waving flags from Mexico, Guatemala, El 
Salvador and so forth, rather than American flags.   They sounded more devoted to other 
nations than to America.  Perhaps they should heed the words of Teddy Roosevelt, who as 
President witnessed a great wave of immigration.  He advised those who came here that 
they should understand what it means to be a law-abiding American.  He said:   

"In the first place we should insist that if the immigrant who comes here in good faith becomes 
an American and assimilates himself to us, he shall be treated on an exact equality with 
everyone else, for it is an outrage to discriminate against any such man because of creed, or 
birthplace, or origin. But this is predicated upon the man's becoming in very fact an American 
and nothing but an American...There can be no divided allegiance here…” 

“We have room for but one language here, and that is the English language...and we have 
room for but one sole loyalty and that is a loyalty to the American people."  

                                                                        President Theodore Roosevelt 

Istook is backing legislation that would not grant amnesty, but would toughen 
enforcement of laws both at the border and within the heartland, and stiffens penalties for 
illegal immigrants and for those who flout the law by knowingly hiring illegals.  Istook 
also promotes making English the official language of the United States and of the State 
of Oklahoma. 
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